Accounts Conflict 
On L.A. Riot Death 



Los Angeles Times 

LOS ANGELES Aug. 30— 
Mexican-American newsman 
Ruben Salazar was apparently 
killed by a bullet-like tear gas 
projectile that was used to 
evaculate a bas during rioting 
Saturday in East Los Angeles, 
the Los Angeles County sher- 
iff's department said today. 

That view awaited confirma- 
tion by County Coroner 
Thomas T. Noguchi, who 
began an autopsy and investi- 
gation. 

Confusion and tension sur- 
rounded the incident as au- 
thorities and people claiming 
to be eyewitnesses gave con- 
flicting accounts and commu- 
nity militants sought to de- 
velop a cause celebre. 

Two deputies in the sheriff’s 
information bureau and a sher- 
iff’s homicide detective gave 
differing versions of what 
took place when Salazar was 
struck in the head at the Sil- 
ver Dollar Cafe. 

Two self-described eyewit- 
nesses told stories not only at 
variance with authorities but 
# with each other. 

The body of Salazar, 42, 
award-winning Los Angeles 
Times columnist and news di- 
rectof for Los Angeles televi- 
sion station KMEX, was found 
by deputies on the floor of the 
bar at 7:30 p.m. Saturday. 

According to Sgt. John 
Hooge of the sheriff’s informa- 
tion bureau, an unidentified 
man came out of the bar at 
about 5 p.m. and told patrol- 
ling deputies there was a man 
inside with a gun. 

Hooge said deputies shouted 
for everyone to leave the bar 
and when no one came out, 
two canisters of tear gas were 
fired through a window. Sev- 
eral persons ran out, none 
with a gun, he said. 

But, Hooge said, a man 
claiming to be the bar owner 
asked deputies if he could re- 
trieve a shotgun from the bar. 

When the man returned 
with the weapon and (handed 
it to deputies, he did not say 
whether he had seen Salazar, 
according to Hooge. 

The man locked the front 
door of the bar, Hooge said. 

Then 2 % hours later, he, 
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said, an unidentified person 
called the sheriffs department 
and reported there was ah in- 
jured man inside the bar. . 

Hooge said deputies went to 
the bar, kicked down the door 
and found Salazar's body. 

Conflicting and additional 
details of the incident were 
given by Sgt Dick Falls, who 
answered newsmen’s questions 
after Hooge went off duty. 

Walls said that five — not 
two — of the 10-ineh-long, 

pointed tear gas projectiles 
were fired into the bar by two 
officers. 

He said the clouds of gas 
forced two men, a woman a>nd 
a child to flee through the 
back koor. One man carried a 
rifle, he said, but while depu- 
ties took it from him they did 
not arrest him or get his 
name. 

Walls said the tear gas 
shells are fired from a shot- 
gun-like weapon and have 
‘‘sufficient force to go through 
a door.” 

While Hooge said the shells 
were fired through a window, 
the bar had no broken win- 
dows today. A homicide detec- 
tive said the shells were fired 
through an open front door. 

A man who said he was an 
eyewitness, after asking to re- 
main anonymous, said he was 
inside the Silver Dollar with a 
“guy in a khaki shirt” after 1 
the looting broke out and po- 
lice arrived on the street. 

“We stood at the door. 1 



watching what was going on in 
the street when this cop with 
the gun came up. I ducked to 
the side, but could peek 
around and see him. I-Ie said, 
‘We’re clearing the streets. 
You people don’t come out, I 
got this gun, it’s loaded and 
I’ll use it.' 

I “This guy in the khaki shirt 
iand the barmaid were at the 
door facing the cop. The girl 



said. ‘Oh, my God’ in Spanish. 
I said, ‘Close the door’ in 
Spanish. She ran from the 
door toward the bar. The guy 
in the khaki shirt turned and 
started to walk toward the 
bar. He only took a few steps 
when the gun went off. 

“The guy was shoved ahead 
a few feet and kind of flew 
through the <adr head first and 
landed near the bar and 
bounced. 

“I was stunned. I knew 
they’d start shooting more. Be- 
fore I could move there was a 
^poof sound and this thing 
whizzed past my leg and hit 
the pool table. If it was gas, 
we all split before it came out. 
We ran outside with our hands 
up, but no one was out there. I 
left.” 

A sheriff’s detective said 
Salazar was wearing matching 
yellow-gold short-sleeve sport 
shirt and trousers. 

Guillermo Restrepo, camera- 
man for KMEX, said he was 
with Salazar most of the day 
and that they were inside the 
bar after covering an antiwar 
march earlier in the day. 

Restrepo said patrons were 
drinking quietly when the tear 
gas was fired and that he and 
Salazar dropped to their 
knees. 

“Let’s fet out of here,” he 
quoted Salazar as saying. 

Restrepo said: 

“I began crawling toward 
the back door, with a lot of 
people following me. I thought 
Ruben was there, too.” 

When Restrepo emerged 
from the back door, coughing, 
he said he found himself con- 
fronted by deputies with their 
guns leveled. 

When he didn’t see Salazar, 
he said, he told them Salazar 
was still inside. 

“They told me I’d better 
move along,” Restrepo said. 

Deputies wouldn’t let him 
return to look for Salazar, he 
said. 

Salazar and his wife, Sally, 
had three children. They lived 
in Santa Ana. 

A native of Juarez, Mexico, 
Salazar joined the Times in 



1959 as a reporter on uie cu> 
staff. He later worked for the 
Times in the Dominican Re- 
public and in 1965 joined the 
Saigon bureau. 

Salazar took charge of the 
Times’ Mexico City bureau 
later that year and when he 
returned to Los Angeles in 
1968 he was assigned to cover 
the Mexican-American commu- 
nity. 

In April, Salazar accepted a 
job as news director for 
KMEX, a Spanish-language 
television station specializing 
in coverage of the Mexican- 
American— or chicano — com- 
munity. 



In Congress Today 

Senate 

Meets at 8:30 a.m. on military procure- 
ment. 

Committees; 

Appropriations— Markup Treasury-Post 
Office— 2 pjn. Closed. $ 128, Capitol. 

Finance— Family assistance bill. Public 
Witnesses— 10 a.m. Open. 2221 New Build- 
ing. 

Judiciary-Consumer Protection Act. 
Albert E Jcnner, Chicago— 10 a.m. Open, 
2228 New Building. 

Public Welfare Subcommittee— National 
Digestive Diseases and Nutrition Act.— 10 
a.m. open. 4232 New Building. 

Public Works — Clean air — 2:30 p.m. 
Closed. 4200 New Building. P 



House 

Not In session. 
Committees: 

None. 



